
Historical Accuracy in Homer & Langley 

 

   2022اجلزء الثاني( لسنة  -جملة القادسيّة يف اآلداب والعلوم الرتبوية، اجمللد الثاني والعشرون )العدد األول 

416 

  

Abstract:  

Of the most major topics, a 

historical novel may 

challenge, is historical 

accuracy. The historical 

representations are the 

major millstone of the 

historical novel. Critics, 

novelists, reviewers, and 

even readers have been 

debating for decades on 

different aspects related to 

those representations. One 

of these issues, for 

instance, is the accuracy of 

historical representation 

which raises questions like, 

is it true in terms of 

reporting historical fact? In 

Homer & Langley, there are 

many historical 

discrepancies. Most of 

those are related to the 

brothers’ own lives, though 

the novel’s narration is 

accurate in reporting other 

historical facts.    

1. The Representations of 

History in Homer & 

Langley 

1.1: Historical Accuracy 

Scholars and critics are 

divided on whether the 
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historical novel should be 

accurate or not. Some 

critics and novelists argue 

that the historical novel 

should be accurate, while 

the others say it is fiction, 

and that the novelists have 

no obligation to narrate 

historical facts. Thus, there 

is no need to meet the truth. 

Still, they both agree that 

the historical novel should 

capture the sense of the 

past. The study argues that 

if the author does not truly 

report the historical facts. It 

follows that this incorrect 

representation of history 

does not breach the genre 

from being historical, as 

long as he/she brings the 

sense of the past. According 

to study, in this case, 

accuracy is preferred to be 

met. It may be an ethical 

problem, which is outside 

the field of fiction. On the 

other hand, if the accuracy 

is meant to fully describe 

the settings of the novel so 

as to imitate the history of a 

nation or certain events at a 

specific time and place, then 

this relates to the core of the 

genre, then accuracy should 

be done as much as 

possible. 

The complicated part in this 

perspective is that some 

scholars and critics, 

especially post-modernists, 

argue that it is not a history 

privilege to own the truth. 

Thus, according to 

Doctorow that journalists, 

historians, and novelists,  all 

operated on the same 

framework, entwining a 

degree of imagination with 

reality. The study cannot 

affirm this part since it is 

merely historical research 

concerning in the first place. 

That is, whether history 

owns the reality or not, this 

does not determine the final 

say about the accuracy. The 

study argues that accuracy 

should be compared to the 

events that took place in the 

past regardless of what 

history has narratively 
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recorded. It seems rather 

impossible since that how 

one can reach reality if the 

historical books have been 

neglected. In today’s world, 

this can be achieved by 

using technology such as 

picturing or filming events. 

The archeology may help 

here, Still, the narrative, 

such as historical 

documents, is really hard to 

be replaced. 

E. L. Doctorow’s opinion on 

historical accuracy or 

historical truth is reflected 

much in his novels. His 

notion is that there is no 

need for a novelist to be 

accurate. That is, he 

concludes that no piece of 

writing has any beauty or 

truth unless the author 

believes he has 

transgressed against 

anything (Braver, 2009). 

Doctorow’s deconstruction 

of the reality/fiction 

distinction has had such an 

impact that there will be no 

surprise when a writer 

injects obvious truth into 

what is otherwise referred to 

as fiction, even though it is 

putative evidence about the 

author himself. Doctorow 

went on to write other 

novels in this style, such as 

The March and The 

Waterworks, but he 

ultimately became more 

interested in merely re-

creating the past into what 

are now considered 

standard historical fiction 

conventions (Wood, 2013, 

p. 277-279). 

1.2: Historical 

Referentiality in Homer & 

Langley  

Homer & Langley (2009) 

covers almost a history of a 

century. Throughout this 

coverage, the novel refers 

to many historical events 

and industrial developments 

that have occurred from the 

conclusion of the 19th until 

almost the 80s of the 20th 

century. They have been 
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mentioned in the form of 

first-person narration by 

Homer the protagonist. 

Cooper argues that it is 

Doctorow’s specialty when it 

comes to combining the 

lives of fictitious characters 

with the greater drama of 

historical events (Cooper, 

1980, p. 8-9). In fact, the 

real Homer Collyer was 

blind. However, Doctorow 

draws parallels between the 

imaginary life of the real 

Homer Collyer and the 

similarly blind ancient Greek 

poet Homer, the father of 

Western literature. Homer 

Collyer, like the Greek bard, 

is a blind storyteller who still 

sees what others do not.  

The first obvious 

representation of history 

here is the Collyer brothers 

themselves. The novel 

follows the Collyer sons, two 

reclusive brothers who lived 

in Manhattan at the turn of 

the 19th century and later. 

Between the end of the 

nineteenth century and their 

deaths in 1947, Homer and 

Langley Collyer were 

historical figures who lived 

in Harlem, Manhattan. They 

were the sons of a wealthy 

upper-class Victorian family 

who were reclusive 

hoarders who lived in 

poverty and squalor later in 

life. After years of solitude, 

they were found trapped 

under colossal loads of 

rubble in their Fifth Avenue 

brownstone. The details of 

their death were featured on 

the front pages of American 

newspapers. Doctorow 

fuses historical facts and 

fantasy. The ramifications of 

the novel are much broader 

and more dramatic than the 

linear narrative would imply 

(Braver, 2009). 

These two brothers 

exemplify the complete 

opposite of what most 

people would call natural 

behavior. Granted, isolation 

is a unique feature of 

modern life, especially 

urban life. Few, on the other 
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hand, will completely 

abandon human civilization 

while concurrently erecting 

a mountain of its waste. 

Homer describes another 

plunge into obscurity, the 

eternal vacuum of Homer’s 

blindness, in the first 

chapter of Doctorow’s book. 

The houses on Central Park 

West were the first to go, 

and they darkened as if 

dissolving into the night sky 

(Bausch, 2009). 

The houses over to Central 

Park West went first, they 

got darker as if dissolving 

into the dark sky until I 

couldn’t make them out, and 

then the trees began to lose 

their shape, and then finally, 

this was toward the end of 

the season, maybe it was 

late February of that very 

cold winter, and all I could 

see were these phantom 

shapes of the ice skaters 

floating past me on a field of 

ice, and then the white ice, 

that last light, went gray and 

then altogether black, and 

then all my sight was gone 

though I could hear clearly 

the scoot scut of the blades 

on the ice, a very satisfying 

sound, a soft sound though 

full of intention, a deeper 

tone than you’d expect 

made by the skate blades, 

perhaps for having sounded 

the resonant basso of the 

water under the ice, scoot 

scut, scoot scut (Doctorow, 

Homer & Langley, 6-7). 

Eventually, Homer’s slide 

into the world of blackness 

is complete, and nothing 

remains of the skaters but 

the sound of their skates, 

the scoot scut of blades on 

ice. Doctorow’s description 

of Homer’s creeping 

blindness effectively 

captures his sense of 

isolation and defines his 

character in memorable 

imagery (Oates, 2009, p. 4). 

Doctorow portrays a view of 

the century from the lens of 

the Collyer brothers. The 
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brothers are together in the 

house at the end of the 

novel, but they are left in 

separate rooms with their 

reflections. As Homer asks 

“Where is my brother?” 

(Doctorow, Homer & 

Langley, 311), the final 

sentence is chilling. 

And so it is that Doctorow 

attempts to find the essence 

of an ultimately unknowable 

individual, not by the events 

that accompany him, but 

through the way he 

expresses himself, as a 

French writer with whom 

Homer becomes besotted 

says: “There is music in 

words, and it can be heard... 

by thinking” (Doctorow, 

Homer & Langley, 303). And 

so it is that Doctorow tries to 

enter the essence of an 

inherently unknowable man, 

not through the events that 

surround him, but through 

the way he expresses 

himself  (Eck, 2012, p. 67-

68). 

  But, at least until the finish, 

Homer is mindful of this 

“every instance of our 

creativity and resolute 

expression of our principles 

was in service of our 

ruination” (Doctorow, Homer 

& Langley, 300-301). 

However, except among the 

ultra-conventional, ruination 

isn’t uncommon at that 

stage of existence. 

Perhaps his docility explains 

his unusually gentle speech. 

Yet Homer is unconcerned 

about the destiny that has 

blinded him, or about 

anything else. Despite his 

melancholy, there is a 

dazed adaptability in him 

that encourages him to 

brush off Langley's growing 

piles of clutter, even though 

they make it more difficult to 

traverse the home 

(Schillinger, 2009, p. 3). 

The analogy is a potent one. 

Doctorow sends the 

Collyers down two different 

directions in the novel. One 
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leads them on a trip through 

the American century, 

introducing them to 

members of the different 

tribes, immigrants and 

refugees; soldiers, jazz 

artists, and mob hoods; 

hippies and bureaucrats, 

and encouraging them to 

partake in important 

activities such as selling 

copper guttering for the war 

effort and drawing bas-relief 

portraits of the moon 

landing (Oates, 2009, p. 

123-124). 

The other travels through 

their home, which becomes 

a miniature continent on 

which the brothers perform 

a symbolic colonization. At 

first bright and airy, it 

steadily fills with the rubble 

of American consumerism, 

artifacts, as Homer puts it, 

from our American life, and 

the nation's stories, which 

Langley gathers every day 

in the form of newspapers 

(Fowler, 1992, p. 25-26). 

In this regard, Doctorow 

says: “The idea of people 

with that kind of heritage 

opting out and turning 

reclusive and isolating 

themselves and collecting 

everything they could get 

their hands on seemed in 

general a sort of Satanic 

mockery of what we all 

stand for.”(Braver, 2009, 

p.2). 

The Spanish Flu is another 

significant representation in 

the novel. It is also known 

as the 1918 influenza 

pandemic. It was an 

especially lethal influenza 

pandemic caused by the 

H1N1 influenza A virus. 

Between February 1918 and 

April 1920, it poisoned 500 

million people, about a third 

of the world’s population at 

the time. According to 

different estimates, the 1918 

influenza pandemic killed 

between 50 million to a 

peak of 100 million people 

worldwide, it was one of the 

most deadly pandemics in 



Historical Accuracy in Homer & Langley 

 

   2022اجلزء الثاني( لسنة  -جملة القادسيّة يف اآلداب والعلوم الرتبوية، اجمللد الثاني والعشرون )العدد األول 

423 

modern history (Johnson, 

2006, p. 37). 

So there I was—without my 

brother for the first time in 

my life. I found myself as if 

vaulted into my own young 

independent manhood. That 

would be tested soon 

enough because of the 

Spanish flu pandemic that 

hit the city in 1918 and like 

some great predatory bird 

swooped down and took off 

both our parents. My father 

died first because he was 

associated with the Bellevue 

Hospital and that’s where he 

came down with it. 

Naturally, my mother soon 

followed. I call them my 

father and mother when I 

think of them dying so 

suddenly and painfully, 

choking to death in a matter 

of hours, which is the way 

the Spanish flu did people in 

(Doctorow, Homer & 

Langley, 27). 

Doctorow makes a romantic 

portrait in showing the 

parents’ loss to the 

pandemic. Through the 

anguish of Homer, for it is 

his first experience with 

loneliness, his parents had 

just died and his brother 

was off for the war. Thus, 

the readers can feel the 

misery of the people at that 

time.  

Apart from that, there is a 

prohibition that was at a 

critical time when the 

American people were 

divided about. Prohibition 

was a civil prohibition in the 

United States from 1920 to 

1933 that banned the 

production, selling, and 

shipment of alcoholic drinks 

under the provisions of the 

Eighteenth Amendment. 

Millions of Americans were 

able to drink illegally, giving 

rise to bootlegging and 

speakeasies, which are 

illicit, secretive drinking 

places that were also 

abused by organized crime. 

As a consequence, the 

Prohibition era is now 
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regarded as a time of 

gangsterism, marked by 

rivalry and brutal turf wars 

between criminal gangs 

(Healy, 2008, p. 128-129). 

Doctorow takes advantage 

of that, this prohibition had 

fed the crime and led to 

more crimes where it was 

supposed to solve in the 

first place instead. 

BUT MEMORIES ARE not 

temporally driven, they 

detach themselves from 

time, and all of that was 

much later than our 

recklessly spendthrift years 

when Langley and I went 

out almost every night to 

one nightclub or another ... 

But where you went didn’t 

matter, you could die of the 

gin in any of these joints, 

and the mood was the same 

everywhere, people 

laughing at what wasn’t 

funny. But it felt good to 

establish yourself in this or 

that club, to be let in the 

door and be greeted like 

someone important. In 

these peculiar nights of 

Prohibition, the law only had 

to say No Drinking to get 

everybody plastered. 

Langley said the speakeasy 

was the true democratic 

melting pot. And it was true, 

at this one club, the Cat’s 

Whiskers, I became friendly 

with a gangster who said to 

call him Vincent (Doctorow, 

Homer & Langley, 69-70). 

The novel portrays other 

desperate times the 

brothers had gone through, 

and so did the Americans as 

well, there was the 

Great Depression. Two 

places the time of the 

Depression has mentioned 

in the novel.  

Our parents had hired 

musicians for their dances—

a trio usually of piano, bass, 

and snare drum, the 

drummer using the soft 

whispery brushes—but we 

had recorded music, 

because long before this 
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time of the Great 

Depression, with so many 

people out of work, and men 

in suits and ties standing on 

line at the soup kitchens, 

Langley had been collecting 

phonographs, both the old 

table models that used steel 

needles and a voice box at 

the end of a hollow curved 

chrome arm, and the more 

up-to-date electric Victrolas, 

some of them standing on 

the floor like pieces of 

furniture, with speakers 

hidden behind ribbed panels 

with cloth webbing 

(Doctorow, Homer & 

Langley, 97). 

When the national economy 

collapses in the 1930s, 

Langley decides that 

holding tea dances in their 

mansion for a nominal fee 

will be a profitable business. 

The dances are a hit, but 

the brothers' staid Fifth 

Avenue neighbors are not 

pleased. Given the limited 

sum of money raised by the 

dances, one might argue 

that Langley's scheme 

served the public interest by 

delivering a required service 

at a time of great scarcity. 

He also declines to pay a 

reward to a police officer, 

stressing Langley's honesty 

over the hypocritical culture 

he despises. (Hamilton, 

1987, p. 146-147). 

Yet Langley was of a mind 

to worry about finances 

even if there was nothing 

seriously to worry about. I 

was more relaxed and 

realistic about our situation 

but I did not argue when he 

predicted dire poverty for us 

as he did when going over 

the bills each month. It was 

as if he wanted to be as 

badly off in the Depression 

as everyone else. He said, 

You see, Homer, how in 

those dance halls they 

make money from people 

who don’t have any? We 

can do that too! (Doctorow, 

Homer & Langley, 98) 
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During the 1930s, there was 

a major economic crisis 

known as the Great 

Depression. The Great 

Depression started in 1929 

when the Wall Street Crash 

occurred. It all originated in 

the United States and soon 

spread to other countries. 

The Great Depression 

eventually had a worldwide 

effect. The stock market 

collapse signaled the start 

of a decade marked by the 

fact that many fields and 

houses were foreclosed on, 

factories and mines were 

closed, and people went 

hungry for inflation, low 

profits, deflation, and falling 

farm incomes (Richard, 

2002, p. xvii). 

The wars also have been 

dealt with in the novel as 

Homer continues to narrate 

the bitter events he and his 

devoted brother went 

through. Though Homer’s 

tone is not one of self-pity, 

rather one of realistic, 

sometimes detached 

curiosity. There are World 

War I, World War II, The 

Korean War, The Cold War, 

and Vietnam War. Doctorow 

used those wars to show 

how much they are 

destructives and to point out 

that those wars pour so 

much burden on Homer and 

Langley and their 

community as well, that the 

brothers could not 

psychologically live a 

normal life, nor behave 

normally.  

In 1917, President Wilson 

had agreed to include the 

United States in the World 

War I after two and a half 

years of fighting in Europe 

and the world's oceans. 

Wilson's decision seems to 

be motivated by the German 

threat of further unrestricted 

submarine warfare and the 

resulting Zimmermann 

Telegram requesting 

Mexican assistance 

(Olmstead, 2018, p. 1-3). 
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DESPITE THE 

ASSURANCES of his letter, 

my brother returned was a 

different man. His voice was 

a kind of gargle and he kept 

coughing and clearing his 

throat. He had been a clear 

tenor when he left, and 

would sing the old arias as I 

played them. Not now. I felt 

his face and the hollowness 

of his cheeks and the 

sharpness of his 

cheekbones. And he had 

scars. When he removed 

his uniform I felt more scars 

on his bare back, and also 

small craters where blisters 

had been raised by the 

mustard gas (Doctorow, 

Homer & Langley, 34). 

An incident that wreaks 

havoc on Langley’s mind as 

well as the mustard gas 

wreaks havoc on his body. 

He doesn’t even wait to be 

mustered out of the service; 

he just walks away. 

Doctorow’s story moves 

from a story about quirky 

recluses to a meditation on 

the essence of American 

society in the twentieth 

century in this way (Bausch, 

2009). 

Doctorow adds something 

important here by showing 

the impact of the war on 

Langley, it would eventually 

effect Homer as well. By 

insisting that Langley was 

exposed to mustard gas, not 

by an ordinary weapon, say, 

a bullet, Doctorow pays 

attention to vital issues, 

such as the fact that it was 

the first use of the gas as a 

weapon in this war. It has 

never been before. In 

addition to that, it was 

catastrophic enough to 

leave Homer and Langley 

suffering for many years to 

come. Langley was still 

remembering it till World 

War II. 

Was this a lingering effect of 

the mustard gas? War to his 

mind was only the most 

obvious indication of the 

fatal human insufficiency. 
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But there were specifics to 

this Second World War, 

where evil could justifiably 

be assigned, and I thought 

his contrarian attitude was 

misguided. Of course, we 

didn’t argue, it was a 

characteristic of our family, 

going back to our parents, 

that if we disagreed with 

each other about a political 

matter, we simply avoided 

talking about it (Doctorow, 

Homer & Langley, 134-135). 

Again Doctorow is a brilliant 

when it comes to describing 

the World War II. He now 

pays attention to the nuclear 

weapon as a toll of 

madness with a very cynical 

view that goes beyond logic 

as shown in Homer’s 

speech:  

… which boiled down 

anyway to a hope that there 

would soon be a nuclear 

world war in which the 

human race would 

extinguish itself, to the great 

relief of God … who would 

thank Himself and maybe 

turn His talents to creating a 

more enlightened form of 

creature on a fresh new 

planet somewhere 

(Doctorow, Homer & 

Langley, 161-162). 

Until the World War II, there 

had never been an African-

American military pilot in the 

United States until the 

Tuskegee Airmen. As a 

result, they became the first 

African-American military 

aviators in the United States 

Air Force. Tuskegee Army 

Air Field in Alabama 

provided training. During 

World War II, their 

outstanding success in 

Europe and North Africa 

aided in the subsequent 

unification of the US armed 

forces (Moye, 2012, p. 70-

71). 

You understand this was 

after Grandmamma had 

heard from Ella Robileaux 

that Harold had been killed 

in North Africa. Perhaps the 
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army censors had to listen 

to every one of these V-

records just as they read 

every letter the soldiers 

wrote, or perhaps the post 

office in Tuskegee was 

overwhelmed. In any case 

when this record arrived in 

the mail Grandmamma 

thought Harold was alive 

after all (Doctorow, Homer & 

Langley, 150). 

Then, the Korean war, 

Doctorow refers to a very 

fundamental issue, that is, 

the conflict in the Korean 

War was one of the reasons 

that led to of the conflict 

between the United States 

and the Soviet Union. It 

follows the nuclear arms 

race which marked the 

whole period of the Cold 

War. In speaking of that, 

Doctorow uses the word the 

Russians instead of the 

Soviets, which was mostly 

used back then (Malkasian, 

2001, p. 88-90). 

And so there we were at 

war in Korea, but, as if we 

needed something of more 

substance, we and the 

Russians were racing to 

build bigger nuclear bombs 

than the bombs dropped on 

Japan. Endless numbers of 

them—to drop on each 

other. I should have thought 

just a couple of superbombs 

to char the continents and 

boil the seas and suck up all 

the air would be sufficient to 

the purpose, but apparently 

not (Doctorow, Homer & 

Langley, 160). 

The issue is this, Langley 

falls in love Anna, A 

Russian woman, since she 

was “She’s some kind of 

Socialist-anarchist-anarcho-

syndicalist-Communist.” 

(Doctorow, Homer & 

Langley, 85) She has been 

deported. According to 

Homer, this is totally unfair 

not because she was his 

brother girlfriend but 

because she was nice and 

innocent, only because of 
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her doctrine. This can be 

applied to many people like 

her, it was so sad that his 

brother lost love again. 

Homer describes the scene 

as if the American public 

was protesting against this 

unfair departure. Thus, the 

readers would certainly, feel 

for the loss of Langley, 

again this is a result of the 

Cold War (Wutz, 2003, p. 

524-525):    

There was some sort of 

demonstration going on. We 

were pushed back by a 

police line. We couldn’t get 

close. What a sad-looking 

tub, Langley said. Her 

passengers were deportees, 

a whole boatload of them. 

They stood at the rail 

shouting and singing “The 

Internationale,” their 

socialist anthem. People on 

the pier sang along, though 

unsynchronized. It was like 

hearing the music and then 

its echo. I don’t see her, 

Langley said. Whistles blew. 

I heard women crying, I 

heard cops cursing and 

using their clubs. In the 

distance a police siren. It 

was sickening to sense from 

the tremors in the air the 

application of official brute 

behavior. And then I heard 

thunder and the rain turned 

into a downpour. It seemed 

to me it was the river water 

swirled into the sky to drop 

down on us, so rank was 

the smell (Doctorow, Homer 

& Langley, 86-87). 

The last war was mentioned 

in the novel was Vietnam 

War, as one of the bleakest 

deadly wars where a lot of 

American souls had been 

lost since World War II 

(Kutler, 1996, p. 122-124). 

OF COURSE I MISSED 

them, I missed their 

appreciation of us, if that is 

the word. I envied their 

unsafe lives. Whether their 

vagrancy was the 

heedlessness of youth or 

had at its basis some 

principled if inarticulate 
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dissent was hard to know. It 

was a cultural wave that had 

lifted them, certainly, the 

war in Vietnam could not 

completely account for it, 

and any one of them might 

have had no more initiative 

than to be swept up into the 

wave. Still, in this house, 

now so terribly quiet, I felt 

my true age reclaiming me. 

Having all those people 

around had led me to 

understand that our habitual 

reclusion was needful. 

When they were gone and 

once again it was just my 

brother and me, my spirits 

slumped. We were our 

bothered selves once again 

with the world outside 

contesting with us as if it 

had withdrawn its 

ambassadors (Doctorow, 

Homer & Langley, 244-245). 

In a case related to World 

War II, the Hoshiyamas, 

every time the brother tried 

to find a solution, it 

happened that another war 

or difficulty pours much pain 

on them. The Hoshiyamas 

is good example here: 

WE NEEDED SOMEONE to 

clean house, if only to keep 

Grandmamma from leaving. 

Langley fretted about the 

cost, but I insisted and he 

finally gave in. We used the 

same agency that had 

supplied Julia and we hired 

the very first people they 

sent over, a Japanese 

couple, Mr. and Mrs. 

Hoshiyama (Doctorow, 

Homer & Langley, 128). 

The Hoshiyamas were in 

charge of curating these 

objects, which included 

strange jumbles of used and 

unused children’s items, 

which they displayed on 

furniture or in bookshelves. 

My audience was the 

Hoshiyamas. They walked 

up behind me and sat in two 

straight seats, listening. 

They were well-versed in 

the classical repertoire and 

would often inquire whether 

I was acquainted with 
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Schubert or Brahms. This is 

a blessing for Homer, 

unfortunately, this did not 

last long. 

ONE NIGHT, WITH 

LANGLEY out for the 

evening, the bell rang and 

there was at the same time 

a peremptory knock on the 

door. It was quite late. Two 

men who said they were 

from the FBI were standing 

there. I felt their badges. 

They were polite and though 

they were already in the 

door they asked if they 

could come in. They were 

there to take the 

Hoshiyamas into custody. I 

was stunned. I demanded to 

know why. What is this 

about, I said. Has the 

couple done something 

illegal? Not that we know, 

said one of the men. Have 

they broken the law in any 

way? Not that we know, 

said the other. You will have 

to give me a good reason 

why this is happening, I 

said, they work for me. They 

are my employees. These 

are simple hard-working 

people, I said. They have 

served me well and honestly 

and had come to me, 

furthermore, with excellent 

references (Doctorow, 

Homer & Langley , 136-

137). 

Thus, the novel refers to the 

events that occurred after 

the attack on Pearl Harbor 

in 1941. It refers to the 

Japanese American 

internment. It was the forced 

relocation of thousands of 

Japanese Americans to 

internment camps by the 

United States government 

during World War II. As a 

result of the attack on Pearl 

Harbor. The War 

Department accused 

Japanese Americans of 

being saboteurs or spy 

agents despite no one of 

Japanese descent living in 

the US was ever accused of 

any serious act of spying or 

sabotage. Up to 1945, ten 

camps had been located in 
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various American states, 

including California, 

Arizona, and others, 

housing approximately 

120,000 Japanese 

Americans (Harth, 2001, p. 

2-5). 

Landing on the moon, the 

civil rights movement, as 

well as political 

assassinations, made the 

1960s one of the most 

dramatic decades in United 

States history and the world 

as well. 

There is also an indication 

in the novel to the 

assassinations the United 

States, when prosperous 

1960s turned bitter after 

three prominent leftists, 

John F. Kennedy, Martin 

Luther King Jr., and Bobby 

Kennedy, were 

assassinated.  

… and if I’m not mistaken a 

solemn moment of 

remembrance for the three 

great men who’d been 

assassinated in the course 

of a decade. (Doctorow, 

Homer & Langley , 239). 

President Lyndon B. 

Johnson ordered US military 

forces to launch combat 

activities in South Vietnam 

in 1965. This decision 

provoked millions of 

Americans months later that 

year, thousands of US 

troops had been deployed 

there. A huge mass of 

Americans marched in 

Washington, D.C. on April 

17, 1965, to protest the US 

intervention. It was a pattern 

that would repeat itself 

throughout the United 

States’ participation in the 

Vietnam War: as the size 

and scope of American 

intervention grew, so did the 

size and scope of domestic 

resistance to the war 

(Tomes, 1998, p. 126-128). 

WHAT HAPPENED WAS 

that an antiwar rally was 

held in Central Park on the 

Great Lawn and we thought 
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we’d have a look at it. We 

could hear it long before we 

got there, the sound of the 

hoarse loudspeakered voice 

throbbing in my ears though 

the words were indistinct, 

and then the cheers, a 

flatter broader un-amplified 

sound, as if the speaker and 

the audience were in 

different realms—a 

mountaintop, perhaps, and 

a valley. And the blurred 

oration again for a line or 

two and the cheers again. 

This was early in October of 

that year. It was a warm 

afternoon, with an autumnal 

light that I felt on my face. 

You will say that was the 

warmth of the sun I felt, but 

it was the light. It lay on my 

eyelids, it was the golden 

light of the low quarter that 

comes with the dying of the 

year (Doctorow, Homer & 

Langley , 216-217). 

In the 1960s, the Collyer 

brothers come across a 

group of hippies. With their 

uncut fur, ragged Army 

fatigues, and unorthodox 

lifestyle, Manhattan's 

strange siblings have known 

themselves as outcasts. 

Doctorow's account 

encourages Homer and 

Langley to find ready 

recognition by the 

counterculture hippy lifestyle 

in a futuristic tour de force 

that was never conceivable 

for the actual Collyers. 

Young people in Langley 

welcome the debris field as 

much as they despise the 

community that produced it. 

Thus, Homer's blindness 

encourages him to take 

others to safety during a 

blackout, giving him a 

restored sense of self. 

Homer & Langley is a sly 

take on a pair of outcasts 

and the world they despise, 

at once hilarious and 

touching (Schwab, 2018, p. 

108-109). 

 All told they would be living 

with us for a good month, 

these hippies. They were in 

and out of the house in no 
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discernible pattern. They 

would go off to some rock-

and-roll band concert and 

be gone for a couple of 

days. They would take 

menial jobs, make a few 

dollars, quit till their money 

ran out, and then find some 

other job. But for one stretch 

some astrological influence 

held sway, for they all went 

off to work in the morning—

Lissy, a clerk in a bookshop, 

and Dawn and Sundown 

waitressing in a diner, the 

boys as phone solicitors for 

an insurance agency—and 

came home in the evening, 

just as if we were a typically 

square bourgeois 

household. That peculiar 

conjunction of the stars 

lasted almost a week 

(Doctorow, Homer & 

Langley , 224). 

Hippie was a member of a 

countercultural movement 

that resisted the mores of 

mainstream American life in 

the 1960s and 1970s. The 

movement began on college 

campuses in the United 

States and has since spread 

to other nations such as 

Canada and the United 

Kingdom. The word hip was 

coined in the 1950s to 

describe Beat writers like 

Allen Ginsberg and Jack 

Kerouac, who were widely 

believed to be the 

forerunners of hippies. 

Despite the fact that the 

hippie movement originated 

in part as a response to the 

United States' participation 

in the Vietnam War (1955–

75), hippies were not always 

directly involved in politics 

(MacFarlane, 2007, p. 3-5). 

The 16th Street Baptist 

Church bombing occurred 

on September 15, 1963, 

when a white nationalist 

bomber detonated a bomb 

at the 16th Street Baptist 

Church in Birmingham, 

Alabama. The church blast 

killed four girls and 

wounded between 14 and 

22 others. The Ku Klux 

Klan, an American white 
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nationalist extremist hate 

organization whose main 

targets are African 

Americans, Jews, blacks, 

feminists, gays, Catholics, 

and Muslims, was found to 

be responsible for the 16th 

Street Baptist Church 

bombing by the FBI in 1965. 

The 16th Street Baptist 

Church bombing was a 

pivotal event in the civil 

rights movement in the 

United States, leading to 

congressional passage of 

the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

(Anderson, 2008, p. 136-

137). 

I WILL SAY IN MY brother’s 

defense that he had a lot on 

his mind. It was a period of 

appalling human behavior—

for instance the bombing of 

the Baptist church down 

south in which four little 

black girls were killed while 

at Sunday school. The news 

left him distraught—there 

were occasions, you see, 

when his cynicism broke 

down and the heart was 

made visible. But the 

monstrousness of what had 

happened revealed to him 

yet another category of 

seminal events for his 

ultimate newspaper—the 

murder of innocents, not 

only for those little girls, but 

for the shooting down of 

college students, and for the 

slaying of young men 

registering people to vote, in 

that same appalling period 

(Doctorow, Homer & 

Langley , 252). 

Again, Doctorow makes it 

personal so that the novel 

can touch the readers’ 

feelings. It was one of few 

happy moments that the 

brothers had, the 

achievement of humanity 

highly touches Homer and 

his brother Langley as well. 

That is, Langley had pulled 

the plug and threw the TV 

set into a corner somewhere 

after the Senate hearings, 

and they were not to look at 

television again until the 

astronauts landed on the 
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moon a decade later. 

Homer never told his 

brother that he saw the 

television screen in his own 

unique way: as an oblong 

blur a shade lighter than the 

surrounding darkness. 

Homer pictured it as an 

oracle’s eye peering into 

their home (Schwab, 2018, 

p. 106-107). 

For my part, I was 

awestruck, and I said to 

him, Langley, this is almost 

unimaginable, going to the 

moon, it is like some dream, 

it is astounding. I would 

forgive those astronauts 

whatever they did 

(Doctorow, Homer & 

Langley , 208-209). 

Apart from that, there is also 

a reference to The 

Watergate scandal. It began 

early in the morning of June 

17, 1972, when several 

burglars were arrested in 

the office of the Democratic 

National Committee, located 

in the Watergate complex of 

buildings in Washington, 

D.C. This was no ordinary 

robbery: The prowlers were 

connected to President 

Richard Nixon’s reelection 

campaign, and they had 

been caught wiretapping 

phones and stealing 

documents (Kutler, 2009, p. 

5-7). 

Nixon tried everything he 

could to hide the abuses, 

but when Washington Post 

reporters Bob Woodward 

and Carl Bernstein exposed 

his part in the plot, Nixon 

resigned on August 9, 1974. 

The Watergate controversy 

forever altered American 

politics, prompting countless 

citizens to doubt their 

politicians and question the 

presidency (Kutler, 2009, P. 

8). 

Presidential malfeasance in 

these years was another 

entry for his conditional file. 

Until another president 

subverted the Constitution 

he was sworn to uphold, it 
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couldn’t be considered as 

seminal. But I’m waiting, he 

said (Doctorow, Homer & 

Langley , 254). 

The Jonestown Massacre 

occurred on November 18, 

1978, when more than 900 

followers of the Peoples 

Temple, an American cult, 

were killed in a mass 

suicide by their leader Jim 

Jones (1931-78). It took 

place in Guyana, a South 

American country, at the so-

called Jonestown settlement 

(Beltran, 2013, p. 2-4). 

Jones had founded what 

became the Peoples 

Temple in Indiana in the 

1950s, then relocated his 

congregation to California in 

the 1960s. In the 1970s, 

following negative media 

attention, the powerful, 

controlling preacher moved 

with some 1,000 of his 

followers to the Guyanese 

jungle, where he promised 

they would establish a 

utopian community 

(Crockford, 2018, P. 105-

106). 

Representative Leo Ryan, 

who had traveled to 

Jonestown to investigate 

allegations of corruption, 

was assassinated on 

November 18, 1978, along 

with four members of his 

delegation. Jones forced his 

supporters to consume 

poison-laced punch on the 

same day, as armed guards 

stood by (Beltran, 2013, p. 

12). 

He would be tested in the 

years following: he told me 

one day about the mass 

suicide of nine hundred 

people living in a small 

South American country I 

had never heard of before. 

They were Americans who 

had fled there to live in rows 

of shacks which their leader 

proposed to them as an 

idealistic Communist 

paradise. They had 

practiced suicide by drinking 

a harmless red liquid in lieu 
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of poison, but when it came 

time that their leader said 

they could no longer tolerate 

the repression of the outside 

world, they did not hesitate 

to swallow the real thing. All 

nine hundred of them. I 

asked Langley, Where do 

you put this event? He said 

he thought at first to file it 

under Fashion, as when 

everybody is all at once 

wearing the new color. Or 

when the same slang word 

is suddenly on everybody’s 

lips. But finally, he said, I’ve 

put it in a pending file of 

one-of-a-kind headline 

events. There it must stay 

awaiting another episode of 

insane lemminglike behavior 

to pop up again. As I 

suspect it will, he added 

(Doctorow, Homer & 

Langley , 253-254). 

It has become more clear 

that when Doctorow refers 

to a historical event, he 

usually does so by 

portraying it in terms of 

personal issues. The 

murder of the Maryknoll 

nuns in El Salvador is one 

good example of that, 

Doctorow makes one of the 

four murdered nuns was 

Mary Elizabeth Riordan. 

She was Homer’s old piano 

school friend. She had 

written them from time to 

time as her job took her 

around the world: she had 

gone from one African 

country to the next, then to 

South Asian countries, and 

finally to Central American 

towns after a few years. 

Wherever she went, the 

letters were the same, as if 

she were on a world tour of 

poverty and death. Mary 

was telling the readers 

through the brothers the 

misery and anguish in which 

the third world was going 

through (Schwab, 2018, p. 

100-101):     

Dear friends, she had 

written in her last letter, I am 

here in this bereft little 

country torn by civil war. 

Just last week soldiers 



Historical Accuracy in Homer & Langley 

 

   2022اجلزء الثاني( لسنة  -جملة القادسيّة يف اآلداب والعلوم الرتبوية، اجمللد الثاني والعشرون )العدد األول 

440 

came through and took 

away several men of the 

village and killed them for 

being with the insurgency. 

They were only poor 

farmers trying to feed their 

families. It is only old men, 

women, and children now. 

They cry out in their sleep. 

Three of my sisters are here 

with me. We provide what 

solace we can. (Doctorow, 

Homer & Langley , 255-

256). 

The breakup of Mary 

Elizabeth has caused 

Homer a great deal of 

sorrow in his life, which he 

can remember as if it were 

happening right now. 

In one of the funniest thing 

in the novel the brothers 

had is T Ford. The novel 

paints it in a beautiful way, 

even funny. Historically, on 

October 1, 1908, the 

company’s Piquette Avenue 

plant in Detroit completes 

the first production Model T 

Ford. Ford produced 15 

million Model T vehicles 

between 1908 and 1927. 

Until the Volkswagen Beetle 

exceeded it in 1972, it had 

the longest production run 

of any car model in history 

(Alizon, 2008, p. 2-3). 

Did I mention how vast the 

dining room had become? A 

high-ceilinged voluminous 

rectangle that had always 

had a hollowness to it, even 

in the pre-dance days of its 

Persian rug, its tapestries 

and sideboards and torch-

shaped sconces, its 

standing lamps and its 

Empire dining table and 

eighteen chairs. I had never 

really liked the dining room, 

perhaps because it was 

windowless and situated on 

the colder north side of the 

house. Apparently Langley 

had similar feelings because 

the dining room was where 

he elected to install the 

Model T Ford automobile 

(Doctorow, Homer & 

Langley , 120). 
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E. L. Doctorow’s opinion on 

historical accuracy or 

historical truth is reflected 

much in his novels. His 

notion is that there is no 

need for a novelist to be 

accurate. That is, he 

concludes that no piece of 

writing has any beauty or 

truth unless the author 

believes he has 

transgressed against 

anything. This is due to his 

perspective on history and 

fiction. He says:  

I believe nothing of any 

beauty or truth comes of a 

piece of writing without the 

author’s thinking he has 

sinned against something  

propriety, custom, faith, 

privacy, tradition, political 

orthodoxy, historical fact, 

literary convention, or 

indeed, all the prevailing 

standards together 

(Doctorow 2003, p. 36-37). 

 

Ultimately, Doctorow casts 

doubt on historicity and the 

origination of historical truth 

from possible questionable 

sources. For example, in his 

Ragtime, Doctorow uses a 

player piano as a metaphor 

for history, which plays its 

own melody independent of 

the pianist’s representation 

style, namely, classical, 

romantic, or ragtime. 

According to him, history is 

not the same as history as it 

is received in the current by 

what historians have written 

down. In fact, Doctorow has 

confirmed that there is no 

fiction or non-fiction, just 

narrative: the telling of a 

story (Parks, 1991, p 455-

456). 

Then Doctorow adds “I’m 

probably going to ignore 

them! … In fiction, you 

know, there are no borders. 

You can go anywhere. You 

can write as a reporter. You 

can do confession. You can 

sound like an 

anthropologist, a 
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philosopher, a theologian, a 

pornographer. You can be 

anything and do anything” 

(Braver, 2009, p. 3- 4). 

Given the above, history is 

one of the least trustworthy 

and possibly more fictitious 

storytelling forms, insofar as 

it is often strictly partial and 

limited. Doctorow goes on to 

say that history is so simply 

fictitious that there is no 

longer any reason to keep 

fictional and factual plots 

and characters apart 

(Schillinger, 2009, p. 1-2). 

However, accuracy should 

be approached in terms of 

reporting historical facts to 

see whether these reports 

are real or whether there is 

a derivation from reality, like 

for example, whether Homer 

and Langley were real two 

brothers who lived most of 

their lives in Harlem or not. 

On the other hand, bringing 

the sense of the past is the 

job of the settings of the 

novel. Therefore, are the 

settings being described in 

Homer & Langley in a way 

that reflects the period the 

novel depicts? As 

mentioned earlier in Chapter 

One, this section is meant 

only for the accuracy of 

reporting historical facts. 

While the settings will be 

dealt with in separate 

paragraphs such as the 

language, the tone, or the 

characterization.  

Having said that, the very 

beginning of the novel starts 

with the “I’M HOMER,” thus, 

starting with the names of 

the main characters, 

namely, the two brothers the 

novel portrays. Their names 

are accurate, that is, Homer 

and Langley. Homer, the 

character says: “He was 

truly amazed, Langley is the 

older of us by two years, 

and I have always liked to 

impress him in whatever 

way I could.” (Doctorow, 

Homer & Langley , 8).They 

are known as the Collyer 

brothers “I heard Langley 
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shout, He’s blind, you idiot. 

And so ended the weekly 

tea dance at the Collyer 

brothers’.” (Doctorow, 

Homer & Langley , 112). 

While this was true, 

Doctorow freely moves their 

birthdays forward several 

decades and prolongs their 

lives. The novel does not 

say exactly when they were 

born. They surly born during 

Victorian time. 

 Conversely, it does give a 

hint to their death as of the 

1980s, as the novel refers to 

the murdered churchwomen 

in El Salvador which took 

place on December 2, 1980. 

On the contrary, the real 

Collyer brothers were found 

dead in 1947 (Schillinger, 

2009, p. 3). 

He read to me: The bodies 

of four American nuns in a 

remote Central American 

village had been found in 

shallow graves. They had 

been raped and shot to 

death. Their names had not 

yet been released 

(Doctorow, Homer & 

Langley , 255). 

 Correspondingly Doctorow 

relocates the Collyer’s 

mansion about 30 blocks 

down Fifth Avenue, away 

from Central Park. Yet, he 

keeps the main idea 

accurate, that is, two 

wealthy, reclusive 

Manhattan brothers who 

perished inside a maze of 

garbage after living in 

squalor for decades in a 

Fifth Avenue brownstone. 

They lived in Harlem, a 

neighborhood of New York 

City's Upper Manhattan, to 

be exact. In speaking of 

New York, Doctorow denied 

being an autobiographical 

novelist, despite lovingly 

describing the forgotten 

world of the Jewish Bronx in 

the 1930s, where he grew 

up (Fowler, 1992, p. 62-63). 

THAT DAY WHEN PEOPLE 

came in from the street to 

hear the music of the Harold 
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Robileaux Five may have 

been in the back of 

Langley’s mind when, some 

years later, he came up with 

the idea of a weekly tea 

dance. Or maybe he 

remembered how Harold 

spoke of playing at rent 

parties in people’s 

apartments in Harlem 

(Doctorow, Homer & 

Langley , 93-94). 

For their entire life, they 

lived in seclusion there, 

where they obsessively 

gathered books, furniture, 

musical instruments, and a 

variety of other objects, with 

booby traps set up in 

corridors and doorways to 

crush intruders. This has 

been accurately depicted in 

the novel (Schillinger 2009, 

p. 1-2). 

Similarly, When real Homer 

had a stroke in 1932, he 

went blind, he did so in his 

early fifties. And their usual, 

if slightly unusual, lives were 

turned upside down. In 

regards to fictional Homer, 

the novel says that in his 

teens he had lost his vision 

and slowly faded away 

while. “I knew my eyes were 

fading of surveying and 

storing in my memory 

everything.” (Doctorow, 

Homer & Langley , 32). 

In fact Langley is the older 

brother, a lawyer, and a 

musician, while in 

Doctorow’s novel Homer 

was the older one and the 

musician. That is a change. 

Homer's preternaturally 

acute and musically 

educated ear lends some 

wonderful stylistic touches 

to the narrative, which the 

novel benefits from. As a 

result, real Langley was 

forced to quit his job to 

devote his full attention to 

his brother. They had 

started to separate 

themselves from the 

neighborhood around them, 

fearful of the rising Harlem 

culture (Weiss, 2010, p. 

254).  
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Langley seems to deny that 

it will ever be done, but his 

argument is sound. 

Anything and all, he 

believes, is replaceable, 

including athletes, 

scientists, and musicians, 

as well as politicians. His 

project, which consumes 

hours of his time per day, is 

to demonstrate that no one 

and nothing is alike. He 

doesn't mention so, but he 

has a profound rejection of 

individuality that he 

understands well: 

Langley was convinced of 

this because it fit right in 

with his Theory of 

Replacements, which he 

had by now developed into 

a metaphysical sort of idea 

of the repetition or 

recurrence of life events, the 

same things happening over 

and over, especially given 

the proscribed limits of 

human intelligence, Homo 

sapiens being a specie that, 

in his words, just didn’t have 

enough. So that what you 

knew from the past could be 

applied to the present. My 

deductive visions were in 

accord with Langley’s major 

project, the collection of the 

daily papers with the 

ultimate aim of creating one 

day’s edition of a 

newspaper that could be 

read forevermore as 

sufficient to any day thereof 

(Doctorow, Homer & 

Langley, 75-76). 

Langley’s theory of 

replacements has never 

been approved in reality. It 

is a philosophical argument 

made up by Doctorow.  

Having said that, the 

personal history of the 

brothers was not accurate. 

There is a deflection from 

reality when it comes to 

their parents’ death in 1918. 

Doctorow makes a romantic 

portrait in showing the 

parents’ loss to the 

pandemic. That is, the 

father died first when he 

was affiliated with Bellevue 
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Hospital, which is where he 

contracted the disease. My 

mother, of course, was not 

far behind. He died because 

he was a hero, a beautiful 

image for dying. While in 

reality, it is not. The father, 

Dr. Collyer passed away in 

1923, while the mother, 

Susie Collyer passed away 

in 1929. And it was not the 

Spanish Flu that claimed 

them (Schillinger 2009, p. 1-

2).Yet The novel matches 

the truth the father was a 

Manhattan gynecologist 

who worked at Bellevue 

Hospital.  

It was said that the Spanish 

flu was taking mostly young 

people though in our case it 

was the opposite. I was 

spared though I did feel 

poorly for a while. I had to 

handle the arrangements for 

Mother as she had handled 

them for her husband before 

she too went and died, as if 

she couldn’t bear to be 

away from him for a 

moment. I went to the same 

mortician she had used. 

Burying people was a 

roaring business at this 

time, the usual unctuous 

formalities were dispensed 

with and corpses were 

transported speedily to their 

graves by men whose 

muffled voices led me to 

understand they were 

wearing gauze masks. 

Prices had risen too: by the 

time Mother died the exact 

same arrangements she 

had made for Father cost 

double. They had had many 

friends, a large social circle, 

but only one or two distant 

cousins turned up for the 

obsequies, everyone else 

sitting home behind locked 

doors or going on to their 

own funerals. My parents 

are together for eternity at 

the Woodlawn Cemetery up 

past what was the village of 

Fordham, though it is all the 

Bronx now, and of course 

unless there’s an 

earthquake (Doctorow, 

Homer & Langley, 28). 
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Doctorow seizes the 

moment to show how much 

the pandemic impacts the 

daily lives of the people, 

besides the deaths, the 

pandemic leads to a ripple 

effect on many other social 

aspects a community has 

and deeply badly affects 

humanity. The novel gives 

this image of those burying 

people was a brisk business 

at the moment, with the 

usual ostentatious 

formalities omitted and 

corpses being carried 

quickly to their graves by 

men with muffled voices that 

led me to believe they were 

wearing gauze masks. 

Prices have grown as well. 

One can feel reading a 

pandemic literature 

(Tokarczyk 1995, p. 60-61). 

Homer and Langley had 

never married, they were at 

pain to bear this all long 

their lives. There many 

attempts have been carried 

out by Langley to marry but 

there was no use of all of 

that. Every time there was a 

reason. First was gassed in 

the great war, then he 

desperately tried to bring 

Anna to accept his offer of 

marriage, but there is no 

use of that too (“Doctorow’s 

Fictional Take On Real-Life 

Eccentricity : NPR” n.d.). 

I asked her to marry me. 

You know what her 

response was? A lecture 

about how marriage is a 

legalized form of 

prostitution. Can you 

imagine? Are all radicals 

that insane? (Doctorow, 

Homer & Langley, 85). 

While for Homer his loss of 

vision was enough for him 

to keep him away from 

marriage. “I should say that 

as a man who never 

married I have been 

particularly sensitive to 

women” (Doctorow, Homer 

& Langley, 10-11). 

However, it is true they did 

not marry in reality, but the 

circumstances and reason 
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were not accurate. For 

example, Anna is a fictional 

character, and that Langley 

had never been dating a 

Russian lady.  In regards to 

Homer, that was mainly 

because of his loss of 

vision. 

What it is here in 

Doctorow’s novel is a 

human and humane soft 

voice, saying and recalling. 

It’s as if the novelist set out 

to demonstrate how 

pointless all of this 

sensationalism is, when the 

true subject of Homer & 

Langley is passion. In the 

same way, The tale of the 

Collyers becomes an 

exquisite in Doctorow's 

possession. In reality, there 

is always a bad thing when 

referring to them. The 

Manhattan community 

always underestimated 

them and in suspicious 

about them. To the 

community they were 

criminal and extrinsic. Thus, 

in this narrative, the Collyer 

brothers are no longer 

eccentrics or cranks, but 

rather naysayers and 

preferers-not-to in the gnarly 

American grain principled 

separatists,” as Homer puts 

it, whose very presence is a 

criticism of American life 

(Schillinger 2009, p. 107-

108). 

The readers would still be 

able to see how culture and 

the world in general were 

evolving, as even though 

the brothers had been 

reclusive, they heard about 

people, read about, and 

gathered items from this 

changing world. 

The narrative drifts away 

from the Collyers’ situations 

to explore the essence of 

consciousness itself. In one 

way or another, people may 

all be shuttered in their 

mansions. 

Doctorow attempts to turn 

the Collyer family house into 

a theater for a highly limited 
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pageant of American history 

in the twentieth century. To 

do so, he would believe in 

his most fantastical theory 

that the brothers actually 

lived until our own time 

before dying. A series of 

characters are used in the 

novel to represent the major 

currents of American 

history. For example, all the 

following issues are not real 

rather fictional. They are 

only to serve the goal of the 

novel in portraying 

American history. Thus, A 

teenage Irish immigrant girl 

who becomes a nun and is 

killed by a death squad in 

Central America is one of 

them. Their black cook’s 

jazz-playing grandson, who 

joins the Tuskegee Airmen 

as a mechanic and is killed 

in North Africa. a wounded 

mobster on the run who 

hides out in the family 

house with his mob for a 

while. two Japanese-

American servants who are 

arrested by the FBI and 

relocated to an internment 

camp. The brothers are 

harassed by corrupt cops 

for having tea dances, and 

Langley's radical lover is 

exiled to Russia by sea 

(Tsimpouki, 2017, p. 2). 

Langley’s increasingly 

strange hoarding habits are 

merely factual in Homer’s 

accounts. The impression of 

the gangsters who come to 

hang out for a few days, not 

Homer’s appraisal of the 

house as a museum set 

waiting to be curated, is the 

first time we actually get a 

proper summation of what 

the house has become: it’s 

a rats’ den, and the brothers 

look like down-and-outs. 

This is totally true.   

…his hoard of broken toys, 

model airplanes, lead 

soldiers, game boards, and 

so on, some of them whole, 

some of them not. Langley, 

once he brought something 

into the house, didn’t bother 

to do anything with it but 
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throw it in a carton along 

with everything else he’d 

found. What they did, the 

Hoshiyamas, was curate 

these materials, setting 

them out on furniture or in 

bookshelves, these odd 

jumbles of used and 

discarded children’s things 

(Doctorow, Homer & 

Langley, 130). 

 The 130 tons of trinkets, 

knickknacks, newspapers, 

baby carriages, rusted 

bicycles, arms, chandeliers, 

cameras, dress-making 

dummies, photographs, 

bowling balls, stoves, 

books, cats, pianos, organs, 

banjos, accordions, bank-

account passbooks and a 

Model-T Ford “the dining 

room was where he elected 

to install the Model T Ford 

automobile.” (Doctorow, 

Homer & Langley, 120). that 

filled the house, thus, there 

is no room left to even put 

one’s foot on. That’s was 

accurate too (Tsimpouki, 

2017, p. 11).  

Conclusion:  

The study has concluded 

that Doctorow did in his 

novels Homer & Langley, 

what he really believed in. 

Thus, he had re-created the 

past, filled the gaps by 

imposing his own 

imagination. Therefore, he 

invented many characters, 

events, and details. The line 

between reality and fiction in 

his novels has been blurred. 

Therefore, he did a lot in the 

narration of the life of the 

two brothers. Many details 

of their lives are 

fictionalized. Thus, there are 

many historical 

discrepancies.  

While Doctorow raises the 

specters of the Great War, 

the Depression, Prohibition, 

the Cold War, Korea, 

Vietnam, and the 

assassinations of John, 

Bobby, and Martin, the 

reader only has as much 

insight as Homer. Each 

event leaves its bad impact 
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on the brothers, which 

ultimately makes them 

reclusive. It is the outside 

world, not a psychological 

abnormality, that leads the 

brother to choose a life 

away from the Manhattan 

society rather than 

normalcy. The novel’s pace 

was too slow to unfold its 

news. Thus, it takes the 

reader step after step to 

their final destination. It was 

determined long before, 

from the very beginning 

when Homer lost his vision 

when he was a teenager. 

Doctorow portrays the dark 

side of the circumstances 

they went through. Thus, 

according to Doctorow, they 

were not perpetrators or 

suffering from a 

psychological disorder 

rather they were victims.  
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